
Greetings WPA Families, 

 

First and foremost, I want to thank you for all for hanging with us—these past 10 days have been such a 

whirlwind from a worldwide pandemic to earthquakes.  I know that we are asking a lot of our teachers, 

parents, and our students right now and I want to share a few of my thoughts on why we are making 

this choice to continue Distance Learning at the higher level you have come to expect from Wasatch 

Peak Academy.  

 

It took nearly 200 years to build the American Public-School System and in one weekend, we have 

essentially re-written the entire system.  We know that this isn’t the approach to learning or time frame 

that any of us would have chosen for our beloved and hard-working students.   We want to thank you 

for all that you are doing in helping students figure it out and adapt, for reaching out to us to trouble 

shoot the problems, for the support, the kind words, posts, and e-mails.  Your hard work and positivity 

has been a lifeline through many long days. 

 

This past week has called on many of us to make hard decisions both personally and professionally, to 

work past being tired, and to restructure nearly every aspect of our lives on very little notice.  For us 

educators, to watch as our favorite part of this job, interacting with students, has disappeared 

overnight, has been a challenge we never anticipated.  Throughout my career as an educator, whenever 

I have faced a difficult decision, I have taken a moment to step back, take a deep breath, and ask myself 

“How can we do right by the students in this moment?”  This practice has served me well over the years 

but never more so than this past week as we “Apollo 13ed” Distance Learning into practice.  We know 

that the system we have created isn’t perfect and we are ready to fix problems and make adjustments 

as we go.  

 

We know that you as parents are also tired but giving it your all to “do right by the kids” as you work 

hard to figure it all out.  For the rest of this week we want to ask of you three things. 

1-Please give this a real try:  We are working hard to create the best quality learning experience 

we can in the given circumstances.  Please spend the week really trying to make it work for your 

family.  Speak positively about the school with your children and what we are trying to 

accomplish.  If you are struggling with the technology, please reach out to us.  We want to help 

your child succeed.  We want to help you remove barriers and resolve problems.  We know it is 

a new system.  Right now, we are not marking term 4 work late (even when defaults in our 

system are).  We are grading generously as we all figure this out.  

 

2-Please give us feedback:  Next week we will be sending out a survey to get feedback on what 

is working, what isn’t, and what we can do better.  This will be far more meaningful to us in 

providing you with the high quality of education that brought your family to Wasatch Peak to 



begin with if you have taken step one and given this a real try. We as educators are used to 

having weeks to establish new routines and introduce new technology at a slower pace. We 

normally get to closely review student’s work and watch facial expressions to see if they “get it” 

and then make adjustments in the moment.  We are working without so many of those tools 

right now and so that makes your feedback all the more important. 

 

3-Please take a break:  All this aside, now more than ever the mental health of your family needs 

to be a priority.  Please login, try out the classes, work on the assignments…but when you hit a 

wall, take a deep breath, close the computer, and take a break.  Go for a walk, play a game, 

watch a funny cat video, dance in the kitchen, spend time together, and then come back and try 

again.  

 

I will admit that I hit my own breaking point this week, and so I closed my computer and went for a walk.  

On my way I came across giant sign in a front yard that said, “We can do hard things.”  I have always 

loved those words, but they have never resonated with me more than they do now.  I would only make 

one change,  “TOGETHER we can do hard things.”  Yes, this is HARD!  Yes, we are tired, but this is also a 

golden opportunity to model for our children how to do hard things, how to persevere and come out 

successful on the other side.  We can model putting in real effort, struggling, taking a break, and then 

coming back and trying again.   This is the kind of opportunity that can define a generation, if we foster 

it.  Please help us teach what no textbook or quiz ever will. 

 

Hang in there because TOGETHER We Can Do Hard Things and we are here to help. 

Mrs. Pilkington 

 


